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forms, the pseudo-science of genetics is a mass of such un-
verified dogmas, the most blatant of which is the dogma of
Nordic superiority. In such cases, the terms racial mythy preju-
dice or superstition^ apply with particular force.

Our World Literature, we have repeatedly confessed, is
Western World Literature, that is to say predominantly Euro-
pean and "White." Our main problem therefore is the racial
division of the white inhabitants of Europe and of European
settlements. In this respect, it will be well to bear in mind two
elementary facts. The first is that the standard distinction be-
tween Nor diesy Al fines and Mediterraneans, without being
wholly false, is at best merely a crude convenience. These three
types do exist 5 but there are far more than three distinct types
in that small, bewildering and distressing continent. The second
fact is that, whatever list of types you choose to adopt, the
people who conform strictly to these specifications are a minor-
ity. Most Europeans are hybrids, and hybrids of hybrids, ad
infinitum.

For these mixed strains, orthodox racialists use the con-
temptuous term mongrels. This is not simply bad manners: it
is bad science. The idea of racial purity is one of those dogmas
which, if not severely tested, remain mere prejudice. This
notion is borrowed, not from science, but from the breeder's
art. But the breeder knows that his finest products are the
stabilized results of a successful mixture. The best example,
the English "thoroughbred" horse, combines Arabian elegance
and spirit with the greater size and sturdiness of native stock:
the hybrid is superior to both lines of its progenitors. Dog
fanciers create breeds at will, some of which become fashion-
able because of their very absurdity. A "mongrel" is simply an
undesirable experiment.

Applied to human beings, "race" or "blood" * is the founda-

1 Blood, the blood that "will tell" and is "thicker than water," is of course
a metaphor. In actual fact, "blood" belongs to several different types, deter-
mined by counting" red and white corpuscles j and these types have nothing to
do with class, nation, language or even race.